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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
The polls will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on
March 4, 1975. The polls are located at the Canaan Ele-
mentary School, Canaan, New Hampshure.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan in the
County of Grafton in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Canaan Elemen-
tary School in said Canaan on Tuesday, the Fourth day of
March, 1975, next at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to
act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the building
code ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board.
3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to borrow money in anticipation of tax revenues.
4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to convey by quitclaim deed all property acquired
by tax deed or to take any other action pertaining
thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the pre-
payment of taxes and to authorize the Tax Collector to
accept payments in prepayment of taxes, in accordance
with the provisions of N. H. R.S.A. 80:52-a.
6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to accept gifts and/or Federal or State Aid in the
name of the Town of Canaan.
7. Pursuant to the petition by ten or more voters or
legal property owners abutting South Road, Canaan, New
Hampshire: To see if the Town will vote to designate
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South Road from the intersection and including that
same intersection of Lockhaven Road at West Canaan to
and including the Potato Road intersection and continu-
ing on South Road to the intersection and including that
same intersection of the Upper Grafton Road as scenic
under the provisions of R.S.A. 253:17 and 18 for the pur-
poses of protecting and enhancing the scenic beauty of
Canaan, and, further, that the Selectmen of said Canaan
shall, regarding such road or roads designated as scenic,
file the appropriate request for suspension of specifica-
tions when making application to the Commissioner of
PubHc Works and Highways for Town Road Aid Funds
under R.S.A. 241:7(1).
8. To see if the Town will vote to employ the services
of the State of New Hampshire assessors to obtain more
equalized assessments and prepare a Town tax map or
take any action pertaining thereto.
9. To see if the Town will authorize and empower the
Planning Board to approve or disapprove, in its discre-
tion, plats showing streets or the widening thereof, or
parks, according to regulations governing the subdivi-
sions of land within its jurisdiction which the Planning
Board shall adopt, and to make it the duty of the Town
Clerk to file with the Grafton County Register of Deeds
a certificate or notice showing that the said Planning
Board has been so authorized, giving the date of such
authorization, all pursuant to N. H. R.S.A. Chapter 36
and any amendments thereto: N. H. R.S.A. sections 36:19-
29 inclusive and section 34.
10. To see if the Town will recommend to the Mas-
coma Valley Regional School District that the School
District adopt the provisions for absentee ballot for the
election of School District Officers.
11. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen
to establish, appoint, fill the position of and fix the com-
pensation for a Building Inspector for the Town. N. H.
R.S.A. Chapter 156.
12. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
designate a Board of Appeals to be composed of five (5)
members, serving as such without compensation and
which Board of Appeals shall be subject to those restric-
tions and regulations and shall have such power to act
as provided in N. H. R.S.A. 156:4-a.
13. To see if the Town will pass the following resolu-
tion:
Whereas, certain areas of Canaan are subject to
periodic flooding from the Indian and Mascoma Rivers;
from Clark Pond, Hoyt, Orange, Haines, Gulf, Moose,
Crystal Lake, Goose Pond and Lovejoy Brooks; and
other brooks and streams, causing serious damage to
properties within these areas; and
Whereas, relief is available in the form of feder-
ally subsidized flood insurance as authorized by the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968; and
Whereas, it is the intent of the Town to require
the recognition and evaluation of flood and/or mud-
slide hazards in all official actions relating to land use
in the flood plain areas having special flood hazards;
and
Whereas, this body has the legal authority to
adopt land use and control measures to reduce future
flood losses in the flood hazard area pursuant to N. H.
R.S.A. Chapters 31, 36, 156 and 156-a;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Town hereby:
a. Assures the Federal Insurance Administration
that it will enact as necessary and maintain in force
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for those areas having flood or mudslide hazards ade-
quate land use and control measures with effective
enforcement provisions consistent with the criteria set
forth in Section 1910 of the National Flood Insurance
Program Regulations; and
b. Vests the Planning Board with responsibility,
authority and means to:
(1) Delineate or assist the Administrator, at his
request, in delineating the limits of the areas hav-
ing special flood hazards on available local maps
of sufficient scale to identify the location of build-
ing sites.
(2) Provide such information as the Administra-
tor may request concerning present use and occu-
pancy of the flood plain.
(3) Cooperate with federal, state and local agen-
cies and private firms which undertake to study,
survey, map and identify flood plain or mudslide
areas and cooperate with the neighboring com-
munities with respect to management of adjoining
flood plain and/or mudslide areas in order to pre-
vent aggravation of existing hazards.
(4) Submit on the anniversary date of the com-
munity's initial eligibility an annual report to the
Administrator on the progress made during the
past year within the community in the develop-
ment and implementation of flood plain manage-
ment measures.
c. Appoints the Planning Board to maintain for
public inspection and to furnish upon request a record
of elevations (in relation to mean sea level) of the
lower floor (including basement) of all new or substan-
tially improved structures located in the special flood
hazard areas. If the lowest floor is below grade on one
or more sides, the elevation of the floor immediately
above must be also recorded.
d. Agrees to take such official action as may be
reasonably necessary to carry out the objectives of the
program.
14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to enter into a contract with the City of
Lebanon, New Hampshire, for use of the land fill dump;
amount not to exceed Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000)
annually for a three (3) year period.
15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to enter into a contract with a firm for
transfer of solid waste from Canaan to the Lebanon land
fill dump in an amount not to exceed Four Thousand
Dollars ($4,000).
16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to enter into a contract with a contractor
for collection of solid waste from each residential and
commercial property in the Town of Canaan in an amount
not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Dollars ($14,000).
17. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue that
part of old Route U.S. 4 from Station 116 + 25 to Station
123 + 62, left.
18. To see if the Town will authorize the Board of
Selectmen to enter into a contract with the City of Leb-
anon, New Hampshire, for twenty-four (24) hour ambu-
lance service in an amount not to exceed Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000).
19. To see if the Town will vote to authorize with-
drawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund established un-
der the provisions of the State and Local Assistance Act
of 1972 for use as set-offs against budget appropriations
in the amount indicated; and, further, to authorize the
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Selectmen to make pro rata reductions in the amounts if
estimated entitlements are reduced or take any other
action thereon:
Fire Department $ 4,300.00
General Expense of Highway $ 4,000.00
Town Officers' Expenses $ 5,500.00
Town Road Maintenance $12,800.00
20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Se-
lectmen to sell by negotiated bids the lot known as the
Covey Lot located on the Switch Road.
21. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary
to defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same.
22. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-
tees or any other officers heretofore chosen and to pass
any vote relating thereto and to transact any other busi-
ness that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seals, this 29th day of Jan-
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF CANAAN
Estimated
Estimated Actual Revenue
Revenu/e Revenue Fiscal Year
Previous Previous 1975
Source of Revenue Fiscal Year Fiscal Year (1975-76)
From State
:
Interest & Dividends Tax $ 8,500.00 $ 11,002.01 $ 10,000.00
Reimbursement CAA 100.00 127.28 2,999.99
Savings Bank Tax 1,894.35
Meals & Rooms Tax 8,500.00 11,398.98 10,000.00
Civil Defense 50.00 50.00
Highway Subsidy (CI. IV & V) 24,163.04 24,163.04 24,113.08
Reim. Forest Conservation Aid 175.00 100.00
Reim. A/C Flood Control Damages 10,000.00 898.00 10,000.00
Reim. A/C Business Profits Tax .... 10,000.00 13,327.16 12,000.00
Bounties 2.00 2.00 2.00
Forest Fire Reimbursement 50.00 59.74
From Local Sources:
Dog Licenses 650.00 890.00 800.00
Business Licenses, Permits &
Filing Fees 50.00 153.00 50.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 20,000.00 24,433.14 21,000.00
Interest on Taxes & Deposits 1,000.00 1,900.28 1,000.00
Income from Trust Funds 69.00
Reim. Surplus Food 197.60
Reim. A/C Motor Veh. Rd. Toll .... 324.16 400.00
Fines & Forfeits— Municipal
& District Court 2,000.00 2,483.00 2,000.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 40.00 98.98 40.00
Resident Taxes Retained 9,000.00 9,000.00 9,000.00
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed 500.00 1,162.27 500.00
Rent of Tovi^n Property 308.00
Sale of Town Property 375.00
Income from Departments 100.00 1,143.00 100.00
TRA Reimbursement 11,416.63 8,115.07
Duncan 12,312.16 12,312.16 12,248.93
Refunds 601.45 1,000.00
Dump & Fire (From Orange) 400.00 400.00 600.00
Sale of Cemetery Lots 150.00
All Other 6,556.50
Revenue Sharing 34,000.00 26,609.77 36,000.00
Interest, Revenue Sharing 155.70
Total Revenues from all Sources
Except Property Taxes $153,158.83 $161,060.84 $154,003.01






Purpose of Appropriation Fiscal Year
General Government:
Town Officers' Salaries $ 8,200.00 $ 10,200.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,000.00 5,500.00
Election & Registration Expenses 500.00 1,400.00
Municipal & District Court Exp. .. 750.00 1,000.00
Town Hall & Other Town Buildings 9,625.00 12,075.00
Employees' Retirement & S. S 3,500.00 3,500.00
Contingency Fund 4,000.00 2,000.00
Dog Officer 600.00
Protection of Persons & Property:
Police Department 14,000.00 11,500.00
Fire Department 5,100.00 4,300.00
Care of Trees 137.00
Insurance 4,000.00 5,500.00
Planning & Zoning 1,815.00 1,764.00
Damages & Legal Expense 1,000.00 3,000.00
Civil Defense 50.00 50.00
Health Dept. (Inch Hospitals
& Ambulance) 4,727.00 4,547.00
Vital Statistics 50.00 50.00
Sewer Maintenance 100.00 100.00




Summer & Winter 23,000.00 30,000.00
Street Lighting 3,200.00 3,000.00
General Exp. of Hwy. Dept 4,000.00 4,000.00
Town Road Aid 1,712.00 1,705.37
Libraries 2,500.00 1,300.00
Historic Dist. Comm 200.00 200.00
Public Welfare
:
Town Poor & Old Age Asst 12,000.00 12,000.00
Recreation
:
Parks & Playgrounds 1,000.00 1,000.00
Patriotic Purposes (Memorial
Day, Etc.) 150.00 150.00
Recreation Commission 1,535.00 800.00
Gasoline 5,000.00 4,000.00
Conservation Commission 100.00 300.00
Debt Service
:









Reappraisal of Property 500.00 1,000.00
Highway Subsidy 24,163.04 24,113.08
Aid to Soldiers & Family 200.00 50.00
Tarvia 7,500.00 10,000.00
Duncan 12,313.16 12,248.93
Old Meeting House Committee 150.00
Payment to Capital
Reserve Funds
Reappraisal Fund & Sewer Fund .... 6,000.00 6,000.00












For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1974
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
















Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-73 61,054.72
Current Surplus (Deficit), 12-31-74 57,750.46
Increase-Decrease of Surplus (Deficit)
Change in Financial Condition -3,304.00
LIABILITIES
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Unexpended Revenue Sharing
Funds $ 26,685.70
School Dist. Tax(es) Payable 195,034.27
Other Liabilities
Civil Defense 50.00
Total Accts, Owed by
the Town $221,769.97







Property Taxes— 1974 $408,888.77
Resident Taxes— 1974 8,500.00
Nat'l Bank Stock Taxes— 1974 38.00
Yield Taxes— 1974 970.48
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and Remitted 418,397.25
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Property Taxes & Yield Taxes
Previous Years
Receipts other than Current Revenue:




Sale of town property 375.00
Revenue Sharing 26,609.77
Interest on Investments of
Revenue Sharing Funds 1,329.36
Ail Other Receipts:
From Town of Orange,
Dump & Fire Dept.
Election & registration exp.
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day, Vet's Assn., and
Old Home Day 122.30
Principal of Debt:
Payments on Tax Anticipation
Notes $108,288.62
Total Principal Payments $108,288.62
Capital Outlay:
Payments to capital reserve
funds 6,000.00
Total Outlay Payments 6,000.00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
Payments to State a-c 2% Bond
& Debt Retirement Taxes 161.75
Taxes paid to County 26,820.00
Payments to School Districts 391,426.07
Total Payments to Other
Governmental Divisions $418,620.51
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1974—
(June 30, 1975) $226,186.86
Grand Total $960,543.70
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $100,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 5,000.00
Libraries, Lands and Buildings 30,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 9,000.00
Police Department, Equipment 6,000.00
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings 10,000.00
Equipment 28,000.00
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings 1,500.00
Equipment 55,000.00
Materials and Supplies 1,000.00
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds 7,500.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings 500,000.00
Covey Lot 1,000.00
Total $754,000.00
REPORT OF TOWN AUDITORS
This certifies that we have examined the accounts of
the Selectmen, Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax Collector,
Road Agent, Library Trustee and Municipal Court and





REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
For the Year Ending December 31, 1974
Dog Report
Receipts
1974 168 males @ $2.00 $336.00
53 females @ $5.00 265.00
102 spayed females @ $2.00 204.00
1 Kennel @ $50.00 50.00
2 half kennels @ $12.00 24.00
75 penalties @ $1.00 75.00
replaced 2 lost dog tags
@ 50^ each. 1.00
$ 955.00
Payments
Fees retained $ 64.80
Paid to Treasurer 890.20
$ 955.00
Auto Report
1973 52 Permits $ 334.01
1974 1974 Permits 23,956.91
1975 5 Permits 142.22
$24,433.14
Payments
Paid to Patricia A. Eastman, Treas. $24,433.14
23
Filing Fees
TOWN MEETING $ 29.00
PRIMARY 2.00
$ 31.00




REPORT OF THE TREASURER
For the Year Ending December 31, 1974
Receipts
From Tax Collector $456,579.16
From Town Clerk 25,354.34
From Selectmen 232,091.25
$714,024.75
Balance on hand December 31, 1973 246,518.95
$960,543.70
Payments by Order of Selectmen 734,356.84






For the Year Ending December 31, 1974
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS
Property, Resident and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1974
Debit
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $447,775.71
Resident Taxes 10,440.00






Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes 46.05






National Bank Stock Taxes 38.00
Yield Taxes 970.48
Interest Collected 46.05
Penalties on Resident Taxes 34.00
$418,477.30
25
Abatements made During Year:
Property Taxes $ 4,253.72
Resident Taxes 300.00
$ 4,553.72
Uncollected Taxes— December 31, 1974:






Property and Resident Taxes
Levy 011973
Debit
Uncollected Taxes— As of Jan. 1, 1974
Property Taxes $29,379.42
Resident Taxes 1,390.00






Uncollected Taxes— As of January 1, 1974
Property Taxes $374.05
Interest Collected During Year 42.64
Total Debits $416.69
Credit
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal





Uncollected Taxes— As of Jan. 1, 1974
Property Taxes $148.49
Interest Collected During Year 27.80
Total Debits $176.29
Credit
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers Salaries
George W. Morse, Selectman $ 900.00
Walter W. King 750.00
William G. Gee 750.00
Inez Cushman, Town Clerk 2,079.00
Patricia A. Eastman, Treas. 800.00
Inez Cushman, Tax Collector 1,617.60
Norma Clark, Welfare Dir. 200.00
Jacqueline Lary, Treas. Trust Funds 300.00
Edward Lary, Auditor 150.00
Edward Hammond, Fire Chief 350.00






James Q. Adams 257.35
$ 301.35
Municipal Court
Daniel Fleetham, Judge 500.00
Clerk 250.00
$ 750.00









State of N. H. 758.67
Gasoline
Purcell Oil Company 3,506.98
Police Department
Ernest B. Smith, Chief
Gas & Oil 39.65
Supplies 3,768.33
Insurance 516.20
Maintenance & Repair 1,059.98
Health Department
Charles Clifford, Health Officer 310.00


























Care of Parks & Play













All Other Maintenance Expense





Old Age Assistance $9,558.62
Soldiers Aid
CANAAN POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
The Following is my Police Report for the year 1974.
1. It is my opinion that the Town of Canaan is very
much more quiet this past year then it has been for
the past several years. I believe Court cases are also
down from past years.
2. The cross walks which were painted by this depart-
ment with the permission of the State Highway
Department are a great help to the people on the
main street and will be repainted this spring.
3. The number of felony complaints is down from past
years and I believe this is due to constant patrolling.
4. I have received a number of complaints from the
residents on Canaan Street due to speeding. I have
watched for this and have arrested some and
warned others. I have in my budget this year
$500.00 for a radar unit. This unit sells for about
$1,100.00 and could be obtained through the Crime
Commission or with matching funds.
5. This department has recovered several hundred
dollars in stolen property but most thefts involve
under $100.00.
The number of accidents is up this year, about 20%
(or 6 accidents). All of these have been fender benders.
(We have been free of fatal accidents this year.)
Accidents investigated this year 1974— 33
Accidents investigated last year 1973— 27
54 Homes have been checked this year by request
9 emergency trips to the hospital for 1974
27,000 miles on patrol.
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I also wish to thank the residents and visitors of





CANAAN DOG OFFICER'S REPORT
To the Selectmen:
23 complaints answered
30 dogs picked up
8 owners found




46 owners seen for unlicensed dogs
46 dogs licensed





All open burning when the ground is not covered with
snow is controlled by the Town Forest Fire Warden in
cooperation with the New Hampshire Forest Fire Service.
Anyone wishing to kindle a fire out-of-doors when the
ground is not covered with snow must have a written
permit signed by the Town Forest Fire Warden. If the
fire is to be kindled on land not owned by the person
kindling the fire then he must have the permission of
the landowner. No outdoor fires can be kindled between
9 A.M. and 5 P.M. unless it is raining, without the addi-
tional approval of the District Forest Fire Chief.
The 1974 forest fire season was one of the worst in the
past two decades. Woodlands in central and southern
New Hampshire became so dry in mid August that the
Governor and Council, upon the recommendation of the
State Forester, enacted a partial woodlands closure in
Sullivan, Cheshire, Hillsborough, Merrimack and Belknap
Counties and a complete woodlands closure in Strafford
and Rockingham Counties plus the Towns of Barnstead,
Gilmanton and Alton in Belknap County. Through the
excellent cooperation of the citizens of our State no
major forest fire occurred at any time during the year.
1974 Farest Fire Statistics
REPORT OF MUNICIPAL COURT
1974 REPORT
Receipts:
Balance on hand 1-1-74 $ 280.65
Bail, Performance Bonds on hand 600.00
Receipts, fines and forfeitures 6,395.00
Bail received from 1974 cases 6,075.00






















REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Income 1974:





Volumes on hand 1-1-74 17,939
Volumes added during year 342
18,281
Volumes discarded during year 329
Volumes on hand 12-31-74 17,952






Total 9,229 (up 942)
Active Cards— 360
Books Borrowed from Bookmobile— ?
Books Borrowed through Extension Service— 75
This is not my final report. I do not have the Book-
mobile figure as yet. This is provided by the state and I
have not received the figures from them.






MASCOAAA AREA HEALTH COUNCIL
Summary of services for Town Reports
January 1, 1974 to December 31, 1974
The Council, established at the Town Meetings in 1969,
will start its seventh year of service this year to Canaan,
Enfield, Grafton and Orange. Serving a population of
5,200 the Council's two nurses (each working half time)
provide nursing service in the home and a complete
health promotion and disease prevention program.
The free monthly Well Child Conferences are now
serving a fluctuating clientele of between 185 and 200
children (preschoolers). Under this program, which is
supported in part by the Bureau of Maternal and Child
Health, N. H. Division of Public Health, each child regu-
larly receives a full physical examination, all necessary
immunizations, and tests for vision and hearing. Parents
are seen with the children, problems are discussed, and
if necessary the child is referred for further treatment.
The Council's nurses make follow up visits when needed.
For any child who will not see a private physician the
Council provides the full physical exam necessary for
entrance to kindergarten or first grade, together with
tests for vision and hearing. It is also under contract to
supervise the health of the children in the Headstart
program.
Nutritionists are available at each clinic, and are also
available to adults needing help on dietary matters. A
representative of Planned Parenthood is also available
for counseUing when needed. Preventive dentistry is
taught to both parent and child.
In 1973 and 1974 the Council, in cooperation with local
physicians and The American Cancer Society, ofifered to
area women a free testing program for cancer. 91 area
women were tested at these clinics, and the need shown
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for further medical treatment was so great that the Coun-
cil hopes to make these clinics available semi-annually.
In May of 1974 the Council, in cooperation with the
State Department of Health and the Council on Aging,
offered a free Health Screening Clinic, at which 150 local
adults were offered testing for diabetes, glaucoma, blood
pressure, oral cancer, and vision and hearing. In addition,
height and weight were checked and information and
advice offered on many subjects of interest. Testing and
advice on foot problems was given, and testing for vari-
ous functional neurological defects. It is hoped that such
clinics can be offered annually. It is interesting to note
that in this one clinic the Council benefitted from the
donated services of 10 doctors, 1 Medex, 20 nurses and
40 lay volunteers.
The Council derives its support from the four Towns
served, each of which contributes annually on the basis
of its population, and on fees. Medicare and Medicaid
where applicable. While we must of necessity set a
charge for services other than the free pre school clinics
and other free clinic services, the services of the Council
are available to everyone, regardless of ability to pay that
charge.
Our nurses at present are Mrs. Gertrude Clark, R. N. of
Grafton and Mrs. Toni Sadowsky of West Lebanon. Dur-
ing the year 1974 they have made almost 1,500 visits to
area residents for nursing service, health promotion,
counselling or support.
The Council is governed by a volunteer board of direc-
tors elected from the four Towns, and its medical policies
and practices are supervised by a Medical Advisory Board
consisting of area physicians and nurses.
The Council maintains its office in the Health Room at
Mascoma Valley Regional High School, with its own tele-
phone (632-7234). It is heavily dependent on, and most
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grateful to, the Methodist Churches of Canaan and En-
field and the School, which provide space for its clinics
and meetings, and to the school for its office space there.
A pamphlet describing the Council and its work and ser-
vice is available on request. Its monthly meetings (first
Monday evenings at the School) are open to the public,
and visitors and volunteers are welcomed.
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board began its year with the retire-
ments of Richard Pusey and David Tibbets after five
years of service to the Town. Dick continued to attend
meetings for several months thereafter in an advisory
capacity to help the new Chairperson and Boardmembers
achieve a continuity of direction and a coherent philoso-
phy of town planning in general.
Two major problems consumed much of the 1974-75
Canaan Planning Board's time. First, we tried to decide
what method of solid waste disposal would be best for
Canaan when the open burning dump becomes against
the law on 1 July 1975. Your Planning Board has been in
contact with State officials, local contractors, the Upper
Valley/Lake Sunapee Council, contractors in other parts
of the State, and officials of towns in New Hampshire
which have recently faced similar decisions.
Research included a trip to a symposium and trade
show on solid waste handling in Durham. We have looked
at equipment estimates and trucking costs in order to
recommend to the town the solution we feel will best
serve Canaan's interests, both long and short term. We
have tried to keep the public informed at each stage of
our investigations through public hearings and newspa-
per coverage.
The second main area of Planning Board work in 1974-
75 was Canaan's Flood Plain Insurance application which
requires several items to be voted upon by the Town.
After weeks and months of discussing meanings and re-
searching legal aspects, the Planning Board presented
a public hearing to discuss Canaan's proposed Building
Code, Building Permit system, Building Inspector, and
Subdivision Regulations. Many pertinent questions were
raised from the floor and everyone seemed to know a
50
great deal more about the program after the meeting. A
second public hearing is being planned before Town
Meeting to incorporate suggested changes in the format
of the above four requirements for presentation to the
Town.
Although this year's work has been on the more imme-
diate problems of solid waste disposal and Flood Plain
insurance, the current Board feels it is continuing toward
fulfilling its statutory requirement to draw up and oflFer
a Town Plan to the Selectmen and voters of Canaan. This
Master Plan would include population, soils, and water
maps of the town and recommendations for Canaan's
future development, based on the research and evalua-
tion of the members of the Planning Board. Canaan's
soils map, a basic ingredient of town-wide planning, is
gradually nearing completion by the Soil Conservation
Service.
Canaan's membership in the Upper Valley/Lake Suna-
pee Council has been very helpful with mapping, repro-
ducing, consulting, educating, and co-ordinating of the
Board's efforts here in Canaan, with respect to other
Mascoma towns, and with respect to farther-flung mem-
bers of the Council. It was the UV-LSC's efforts which
opened the possibility of Canaan's using Lebanon's sani-
tary landfill site for solid waste disposal. The Council
has also provided the Planning Board with many addi-
tional study materials and given us an opportunity for
closer contact with other Towns facing similar problems,
thus opening the way to regional solutions.
The Canaan Planning Board feels that the town is
growing and will continue to grow and that we can grow
in a reasonable and orderly manner satisfactory to all
with lots of discussion and plan-making involving every-
one who wishes to contribute time. Canna's most valua-
ble resources are its land and people. If we here do not
accept the responsibility of choosing the future for our-
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selves and our children, outside forces will eventually
make us choose, and by that time we may not enjoy any










REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION
For the Year Ending December 31, 1974
The Conservation Commission in Canaan this year had
the opportunity to assist in two very important projects:
10 The Indian River measurement project requiring
weekly measurement of the river flow and the tallying of
the water table in the village area by the measurement of
a dozen "wells" located in strategic areas. This assistance
resulted in the year long study by which several conclu-
sions were drawn: 1. The water leaving the village area
is being held back by debris and silt built up over the
years. The Indian River is characterized on most maps by
sharp kinky curves in the river bed. These also help to
slow up the water release. There are numerous areas
where boulders and ledges also retain water. However
the new state and federal regulations concerning the
pubUc waterways prevent any explosive altering of the
river bed. The best that civically could be done without
threat of litigation would be to remove the organic debris
that blocks the waterway and also the trash piled in the
water in many places.
The second project that was instigated by the Conser-
vation Commission was the soils mapping of the flood-
plain areas in Canaan with the greatest priority set for
the areas along Route 4 as it was felt that this area had
more potential for possible residential and commercial
development. The project was started this year by the
Soil Conservation Service and is expected to be done next
year. The Town of Canaan appropriated $2,000 for this
project and $2,800 was given to Canaan by the Ford
Foundation with the stipulation that it be used for this
purpose. Phase two in this project should be completed
by the summer of 1975.
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The final project of the Commission this year was the
removal of over 50 junk cars that had formerly lain for-
gotten in many back woods.
The Conservation Commission also helped the State
water Resources Board in its overall program to classify
the State's waterways in regards to water uses: Swim-
ming, boating, fishing, etc.
On many instances the commission was helpful in ob-
taining information for local citizens from state, federal,
and private organizations.
Anyone interested in being on the conservation com-









REPORT OF THE CANAAN
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
The Museum was founded in the Bicentennial year of
1961. It is located on the second floor of the Town Li-
brary in the Canaan Historic District and is open Satur-
days from 1:30 P.M. to 4 P.M., July and August, and by
special appointment for schools and groups. Admission
is free and help is voluntary. Funds are acquired through
membership, donations, food, and sales of handcraft,
cards, maps, and Bicentennial Histories.
The Annual opening tea was held on the second floor
porch, with refreshments for all. Visitors seemed de-
lighted with the new acquisitions and the variety of dis-
plays that have been lent or donated over the past thir-
teen years.
The Museum is registered with the National Trust for
Historic Preservation in Washington, D. C.
It is hoped that all our Town folk will pay many visits









Jan. 1,1974— Dec. 31,1974
Debit
Balance National Bank of Lebanon
Jan 1, 1974 $2,268.38
Income from Donations,
Sales, Etc. 47.72
Interest Savings Account 89.61
Total $2,268.38
Credit
Nat'l Trust for Historical
HISTORIC DISTRICT COAAMISSION REPORT
The Canaan Historic Commission has had a busy year,
holding fourteen meetings and reviewing thirteen ap-
plications for property revisions. Ten of these were
approved as submitted and three were approved after
revisions. There was a considerable increase in activity
over 1973 which reflects in part a number of recent prop-
erty transfers within the district.
The first part of the year was spent on drafting a re-
vision of the regulations for the District. The difference
between the revised regulations and the new ones is
primarily one of clarification with no significant change
in scope. After the public hearings and several suggested
changes, the voters approved the new regulations by vote
on March 5, 1974.
We have continued to work for the Old Meeting House
and look forward to cooperating with the committee that
the town has appointed to guide its changes. Mrs. Good-
hue Crocker has been appointed the chief fund raiser
and technical advisor to this project. Through her efforts
we were able to add the following amount to the project:
Eva Gebhard Gourgand Foundation $1,500.00
Art of Northern New England Show 332.00
Sale of Stock 140.62
Gifts 214.02











REPORT OF OLD MEETING HOUSE
COMMITTEE— 1974
The Old Meeting House Committee was appointed
during October 1974 with the basic assignment: . . . "to
plan the restoration of the Old Meeting House with the
objective of achieving the broadest usefulness to the
Town, while giving due consideration to historic authen-
ticity, practicality, and available funds . . ." Circum-
stances combined to limit the Committee's activities to
one meeting, held in November. This was devoted to a
review of the restoration project up to the present, and
to an initial analysis of the Committee's task and how to
perform it.
In simple terms, the planning will involve deciding
what should be done to the building, determining what
it will cost and where the money is coming from, and
developing schedules and arrangements by which the
work may be actually accomplished. At this time the
Committee has no final answers to these problems, but it
believes the following observations are sound. First, this
project will probably take a number of years, because
factors such as availability of funds will set a limit to each
year's accomplishment. Second, the physical work falls
into two reasonably separate divisions, namely, external
repairs needed to complete the job of basic rehabilita-
tion; and refurbishing, mostly internal, to achieve the ob-
jectives of historic restoration and maximum usefulness.
Third, we feel that the funds for this project should come
primarily from outside sources (grants, foundations, pri-
vate donors, etc.) who are interested in supporting his-
toric restoration. We think it is reasonable that the Town
should budget some money for repairs to keep the build-
ing in sound condition.
The work (roof repairs, sash repair, painting, etc.)
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needed to complete the basic rehabilitation appears ex-
tensive enough to consume the resources likely to be
available in 1975. Therefore there is no urgency for im-
mediate decisions as to nature and details of interior
refurbishment. The objectives of the Old Meeting House
Committee for 1975 accordingly will be as follows:
(1) To consult closely with the Selectmen and the
Historic District Commission to determine what re-
sources are or will be available, and to do what we can
to locate additional resources.
(2) To prepare a specific list of needed external re-
pairs, in order of priority, and see to it that these are
carried out to the extent permitted by resources.
(3) To begin studies, other activities, and co-operative
work with other bodies, particularly the Historic Dis-
trict Commission, to determine the nature, scope, and
estimated cost of the refurbishment needed to reach
the overall goals of historic authenticity and useful-
ness. The aim would be to have the main features of
the work well defined by the end of 1975, so that in
1976 and later years the job could be broken down
into detailed stages and work could proceed from year






Below is the proposed budget for 1975 for the Canaan
Recreation Committee.
Life Guard $ 800.00
Beach Maintenance, etc. 200.00
4th July 200.00
Miscellaneous 300.00
(Adult rec, teenage rec. thru possible joint
venture with Enfield Rec. comm., etc.)
Summer rec. program 1,500.00
Total Budget $3,000.00
New Dock Thru Matching funds or otherwise
$2,000 (fund not spent last year)
We had a lot of wonderful help from a lot of people
last year who gave of their time and money since the
amount of money out of our last years budget was far
below expected. The summer program last year under a
subcommittee run by Gloria Robbins raised over $1,000
or almost the entire cost of the program. Ninety percent
of the Fourth of July celebration money was raised. Al-
though the lion's share of our money went for the life
guard's salary it was money well spent. For the 2nd year
in a row we were very fortunate in that the life guard,
as before, not only did a wonderful job but gave a lot
extra in swimming lessons, etc. I realize that this budget
figure is a lot of money but it is money spent for a pro-
gram that the town must maintain. I can guarantee you
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